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DIFFICULTIES OF APPLYING PARTICLE
T LE IN CHINESE

10lga Gorbatenko, 2Nicolay Ageev

Abstract- The paper is dedicated to difficulties of applying particle 7 le in Chinese. The authors emphasize
that applying particle 7 le is one of the most considerable difficulties in the Chinese language in terms of
grammar. The issues related to the use of particle le on difficulties of applying particle 7 le in the Chinese
language are of great current interest as learners often make mistakes when they have to apply the particle. The
purpose of the work is to show a wide range of particularities regarding particle 7 le in the Chinese language.
The novelty of the paper is that the authors have given a full analysis of specific varieties for the use of particle 7 le
in different situations. The article incorporates 11 paragraphs and each paragraph is dedicated to different
situations with regard to the particle. A number of examples have been given to underline the problems of the issue.
One of the most considerable difficulties of the Chinese language in terms of grammar is the particle 7. Particle le
may be viewed as the most difficult aspect for foreign learners to learn and understand Chinese. It can be explained
by a wide range of application and immense variety of functions.
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I INTRODUCTION

Particle / suffix T le in oral and written speech is used with an increasing frequency. It contains a number of
structural and functional applications in the Chinese language. Particle T le does not have a definite, firmly
established value by itself, its value is determined by the type of sentence, adverbs and verbs followed by the particle.
Particle T le is often applied in accordance with the style, dialect, subjective view of the speaker and the language
environment. In some circumstances, the meaning of 7 le may be close or similar to the learner’s native language,
and students often make mistakes when using it due to the interference of their native language. At the same time there
is a lack of reasonable explanations of the grammar related to T le as well as insufficient systematic teaching

materials. The authors analyze basic information regarding the use of T le in Chinese speech (Zheng et al. 2004).
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I MATERIALS AND METHODS

The authors applied analytical and comparative methods for analyzing particle T le in Chinese. The study
includes an analysis of the use of particle le in different situations. The comparative analysis facilitates to better
understand the meaning of particle le depending on tense forms. Particular emphasis is laid on the fact that particle
T le is most often used in sentences with a qualitative predicate. At the same time T le is also used in sentences
with a verbal predicate to show the change of tenses where it is possible to select several subparagraphs for different
types of verbs. Special attention is drawn to analysis of sentences with a shade of meaning of possibility as well as
sentences with anominal predicate, usually denoting time, age and weight. A comparative analysis is a contributory

factor in analyzing the translation from Chinese into English.

Il RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The functions of T le are as follows:

3.1. T le shows the change in the tense (situations, circumstances)
Inthisregard T le isalways taken place at the end of the sentence and shows the change of tenses. Compare

the examples:

(1) XK1E#. Tianqgi hén re. (2) KK T . Tiangi re le.

Examplelshows that the weather is hot and example 2 shows that it is not only that the weather is hot but it
also shows that the weather was not hot before but now it is hot, i.e. the situation has changed.

As regards the change of tenses particle T le is most often used in sentences with a qualitative predicate as
in example 2. At the same time T le is also used in sentences with a verbal predicate to show the change of tenses
where it is possible to select several subparagraphs for different types of verbs. Particle T le is used in sentences
with a shade of meaning of possibility as well as in sentences with a nominal predicate, usually denoting time, age
and weight. The examples are as followed:

(DT le in sentences with a qualitative predicate (qualitative adjective+ T):

1. BEEFKRICT . Zuijin wo ba tai mang le.  (LARITRIT) Recently, | have not been very busy.

2. W ERIH-F#R40 T . Shushang de yézi dou hong le.  (BLRITASZL)|The leaves on the trees have become red.

3. EXT, Xuédale. (LARTARK) The snow has intensified.
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4, K65t 1. Dongxigui le. (LABTAS ) Things have become expensive.
5. TAEE T . Wo mugin lio le. (ABTARKE) My mother has grown old.
6. RAZ T . Gongke bl dud le. (LURTRZ) Lessons (tasks) have decreased.

(27T le in sentences with a verbal predicate. In Chinese linguistics distinguish:

a) link-verbs(with the addition, or nominal part of the predicate). These verbs include & “is, am. are,
essence, to be,” {8 “resemble, is similar to...”, # “a surname, call by surname”, M} “to be called”, BF “to
belong, to belongto ..., to be part of ...”, AN “to become, to turn into ...”, {5 {# “to be similar (like), to be like ...”.

Examples:

1. #hBIAE L2424 T . Ta xianzai shi xuésheng le. He is a student now.

2. X A~ 5 M [/ fe b T . Zhége|This place became known as Baihuashan (a mountain of

difang jiao Baihuashan le. many flowers).

3. INEFRZRH I T . Xido-Wang bushi jiaoyuan le. | Xiao-Wang is a teacher no more. (stopped teaching)

b) verbs expressing the emotional-psychological state (with the object). These verbs include: %% “love, be in
love”, 1B “hate, despise”, 22 (:&) “miss, miss, want”, ZE XX “love, like”, 13} [K“get bored”, % & “Hope, hope,
expect”.

c) verbs expressing the physical state (without an object) (Fan et al. 1989). These verbs include: #“to be
hungry, to starve”, F“to get tired, to be tired, to be exhausted”, & “to get sick, to be hurt (to get hurt)”, &F*“to
deafen, to be deaf”, [&“to get tired, to be tired, (to be sleepy”, BE“to get drunk, to be drunk”.

(3T lein sentences with an optional feature (with an effective morpheme with infixes %5 deor 7~ bu). The

examples are as follows:

1. % F B B o x 4& & 7 . Wokan|l can already read and understand Chinese

de dong zhongwén zazhi le. magazines.

2. MAERATH 2451 T o Xianzai women dou chi de | We are all ready to eat.

bdo le.

3. B EAFA N B R LM F T . Wokan bu|lcannot make out hieroglyphs on the board any more.

Received: 27 Feb 2019 | Revised: 20 Mar 2019 | Accepted: 30 Apr 2020 9693



International Journal of Psychosocial Rehabilitation, Vol. 24, Issue 06
ISSN: 1475-7192

, 2020

jian heiban shang de zi le.

4

F X

4. s E ZE ORI T

o

Xuésheng ting de dong 13oshi shud de hua le.

Students can understand by ear the words of the

teacher.

5. FATLAGEBA% T . Women mii de qi nage che le.

Now we can afford to buy that car.

(®)T lein sentences with a nominal predicate denot

ing time, age, weight:

1. AT . Wi didnzhong le.

Ithas run 5 o’clock.

2. BEEM=T. Yijing xingqisan le.

It’s already Wednesday.

3UE— S Z T, LEEWIE. Xianzaiyl diin dudle,

qu shuijiao ba.

Now it’s one o’clock, go to sleep.

3. 2. T le emphasizes the subjective view of the speaker

In this regard T le is used along with adverbs of degree: X “very, too” or

the predicate“ /g T”. The example are as follows:

| =N13

B ‘most” that are placed before

(1) X KM, Zhongweén tai nan.

(2) BXAMET , Zhongwén tai nan le.

The meaning of phrases (1) and (2) is the same, “Chinese is too complicated”, the only difference is that the

second phrase intonation is more emphatic.

3.3. T le shows the situation of the approaching change (it will happen right now or soon)

In this function T le is used in a construction with

amodal verb 2 yao and adverbs Bt jit or {# kuai “f®/

Interrogative forms are usually formed by the particle "% ma, and negative ones — only by i&%& méi you (Zhang et

al. 1982). The examples are shown below:

L BEBESRMNDEMT

women zhaoxiang le.

Baba yao géi

Dad is going to take a picture of us.

2. KHLELES K 1. Feiji jiu yao qifei le.

The plane is going to take off now.

3. FAMRESSH] T . Women kuai yao fenbié le.

We are going to leave soon.
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4, N FEF| T ? %4, Hudche yao dao le ma?|ls the train going to be here soon? No.

Me¢éiyou.
5. XFHPUYSE T . Zhejian shi kuai zuowan le. This business will soon be completed.
6. BARMhFELE T ., Mingtian ta jil lai le. He’ll be here tomorrow.

3.4. T leis used in the meaning of duration of action or state

The duration of the action or state is expressed by the verb or the period of time from the beginning or end of
the action or state to the time of utterance (Kondrashevsky et al. 2010). There are two possible uses of T le.

(D The construction “verb+ T + object of duration+ (direct object) + T is used when the action or state
continues at a particular period of time (at the time of the statement). These are the examples:

(2) The construction “verb + T + direct object” is used when there is no finite T, and there is only a
post-verbal suffix T . The construction shows that only the action or state occurred before the moment of speech is

asserted but it is not indicated whether or not this action or state continues. Examples:

1 INEZET=FHE, Xito-Wang Xué le san nian yingwén. Xiao-Wang has leaned English for three years.

2. INTHIRBEALIE T =4, Xido-Ding de famii zai Niliyué | Xiao-Ding’s parents have lived in New York for

zhu le san nian. three years.
3. FFETRESHNFE. Gege dang le liang nidn dud fanyi. My brother has worked as an interpreter for more
than two years.

4, {RFEDERIEEL T JLEEF ? Ni zai Zhongguo de shihou jiao le | How long have you taught in China?

Jji nian shai?

5. FBA /NGB T £ KA ? Na bén xidoshud ta fanyi le | How long has he translated that novel?

dudchang shijian?

6. EEHAFHTIET 20 Mk, Shang xingqi wd gdngzuo le 20 ge | Last week | worked 20 hours.

zhdngtou.
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3.5. T le shows the completeness of an action in a design with a direct object (with a numeric and countable
word)

In this event focus is laid on the perfect verb form and the post global vido-temporal suffix T). The
countable words can be either ordinary or expressing the multiplicity of the action (¥ ci, i& bian, — T JL yixiar,
—%JL yihuir), that according to A.F. Kondrashevsky is highlighted in a separate topic (Kondrashevsky et al.
2010). From thisangle T le isused in the following functions:

(D) The construction ‘verb + T + a numeral and an account word. + (direct object) + T’ shows that the
action is completed but according to 3.4.(1) it still continues at the time of the utterance, for example:

(1) BETHAT T . W maile liang bén shi le. | have bought two books.

The phrase “I have already bought 2 books” might mean that he intended to buy 5 books but he has already
bought 2 and there are 3 more books left for him to buy. It might also mean that “he” has bought 2 books and that's
enough, he is not going to buy anymore.

There are some more examples:

1. \NERZT =BIKIR T . Xido-Wang chi le san win mifan le. | Xiao-Wang ate three bowls of rice.

2. HETRARHE T . Wokan le liang ci dianying le. I have seen two films.

3. SXREEL L THITMRT . Jintian wo yijing shang le || have already attended two lectures today.

lizing jié ke le.

4. HEALWBTHWMELS T, THEBMET., WO yijing he le lidng || have already eaten two plates of soup and |

pantang le, bu néng zai hé le. cannot eat anymore.

5. thE 45 T = IRUS T . Ta yijing jié le san ci hiin le. She has been married three times.

6. ZIVF T IF L T, Ahbif 2. Lioshi jiang le hioji bian | The teacher has explained many times but he

le, ta haishi bu dong. does not understand so far.

In Example 4, it should be noted that the second part of the sentence (after the decimal point) illustrates the
categorical judgment reflected by particle T le (see below, 3. 10., Example 1).
(2)The construction “verb+ T + direct object” shows that there is no finite T but only a post-verbal suffix

T and that the action has taken place (Fu et al. 2005). Examples:

Received: 27 Feb 2019 | Revised: 20 Mar 2019 | Accepted: 30 Apr 2020 9696



International Journal of Psychosocial Rehabilitation, Vol. 24, Issue 06, 2020
ISSN: 1475-7192

1. BT =R, Takan le san ci dianying. He has watched three films.
2. INKE T IUAYS . Xiso-Zhang mai le sibén shil. Xiao-Zhang has bought 4 books.

3. LEHBAISZM 7 —4T) . Shang xingqi women canguan le | We visited a factory last week.

yige gongchéng,

4, BRET JLELE A ? Na tian 14i le jiwei kérén? How many guests came that day?

5. ZHIRETRAN 15, Lijidoshou xi& le liingbén lishi shi.  |Professor Li written two books on history.

6. MNIA KRS T —2x)L. Ta gangcai xitxi le yihuir. He has got some rest.

3.6. 7 leis used in negative sentences in terms of duration if the negation refers to the action

The construction“modifier of time+ ;% (&) + verb + T~ (see3. 4.) shows that thenegationreferstotheaction
(butnottothedurationoftheaction), i.e. that theactiondidnottakeplaceorwillnotoccur. In this eventthemodifier of time
isplaced beforethepredicate(Kondrashevsky et al. 2010), for example:

(1) BRREE AL T . WO liang tian méi kanjian tale. 1 have not seen him for two days.

Some more examples are shown below:

1 INERKRERAFZI 7. Xido-Li lidng tian méiydu chifan le. | Xiao-Li has not eaten for two days.

2. FA\EXR I T . Women ba nian méi jianmian le. We have not seen each other for eight years.

3. MAYFEEBL = REK LT . Nage xuéshéng yijing san | That student has not attended classes for three

tian méi lai shangke le. days.

4, BE—NHETW T . Yijing yige yué méi xiayt le. It has not rained for a month.

5. BIBAEM A, A9t =F %M T . Dao mingnian siyué, | In April next year, it will be three years as we

women jiu sannian méi zuoshi le. do nothing.

6. HAINER—KEHBET T - Women zudtian yi tian méiydu | We did not read books all day yesterday.

kan shu le.

7. BB AKRESRZ — N EHR VIS T . Ta gén ta taitai | He and his wife have not talked for almost a

chabudud yige xingqi méi shudhua le. week.
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8. BMIMZFELE = RKIELIRT . Nage hdizi yijing you san | That child has not washed for three days.

tian méi xizdo le.

3. 7. T le expresses the completeness of the action and simultaneously shows the change of the situation (two
7 are used)

Inthe phrase“modifierof time+ ;% (%) + verb + T (a certain combination of3. 5. and 3. 1.) two T are
used, post-verb suffix and modal particle after direct object at the end of the sentence. There are no words denoting
time, as well as numerals with scoring words, that could indicate the completion of the action or a change in the
situation, for example:

(1) #3747, Tamiilechéle. He hasboughta car.

The meaning of the phrase is that he did not have a car before but now it appeared. The action with the
purchase of the car was completed. Such theory, according to A.F. Kondrashevsky, explains that the action is
considered completed(Kondrashevsky et al. 2010, less. 30, p. 644-645).

See the examples below:

1. BFA1ERZ THR T - Haizimen dou chi le fan le. | All the children have eaten.

2. EETIET ., Woxiglexin le. | have written a letter.

3. PHHT(T)E T . Xuéshéng dou xia (le) che le. | All students have left the bus.

4, BAMEAL L TMA T . Women yijing mai le|We have bought newspapers.

baozhi le.

3.8. T le shows that the action or situation has already taken place

Inthe construction “verb+ directobject + T ”only one T appears at the end of the sentence.Such sentences
can be translated in non-perfect or perfect form of the verb, for example:

(1) BEArZ 4R T . Women ting yinyué le. We (have) listened to some music.

There are some more examples:

1 ER(T)MALT, IRADLFET . WO mii (le) baozhi le, ni bt bi|l have bought a newspaper. You do not
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madi le. need to buy.

2. HMFRAR EBW(T)EK T . Wozudtian zai lushang yujian (le) | Yesterday, on the way home, | met

Léo-Zhang le. Lao-Zhang.
3. fREZIR TN ? 3RIZ T . Ni chifin le ma? Wo chi le. Have you eaten? | have eaten.

A, XA FEARAT W T A ? BAi1iF T . Zhége wenti nimen |Have you discussed the issue? We have

taolun le méiyéu? Wodmen tdolun le. discussed.

5. PAEHASINE T . Xuésheng dou yubei gongke le. The students were all preparing for the
lessons.

6. #fZ4BIT . Ta chi nitrou le. He ate beef.

In Example 1, it should also be noted that the second part of the sentence (after the decimal point) illustrates

a warning or categorical judgment demonstrated by particle T le (see below, 3.10., Example 2).

3.9. 7 le shows the completeness of the action in sentences with complement of result, with a passive (with ##
), with the preposition #&

T leis taken place at the end of such sentences and expresses the completeness of the action.

(DT leinsentenceswith productivemorpheme “verb + completeness of result + T is taken place after the
completion of result and at the same time at the end of the sentence and indicates the result or the completion of the

action. The examples are as follows:

1. XARPIEIAFSE T . Zhébén shi jigjie kanwan | My sister has read the book.

le.

2. XA RALE T . Zhéxie shéngzi wo dou || have remembered the new hieroglyphs.

jizhu le.

3. BB R CLS 58 T . Nage zuoye wo yijing | | have finished the homework.

xiéwan le.

4. ZRPEAERSZE T . Dongxi ta dou maiguang le. He has sold everything.
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5. BFUWIET ¥ T . Wizi shoushi ganjing le. The room has been cleaned.

6. "G CEMBHT 1. Qiché yijing xiilihio le. The car has been repaired.

(@) T lein sentences with a passive with a preposition” #“# + noun (subjectofaction) + verb +
complementofresult + T is taken place after the completeness ofresultand at the same time at the end of the

sentence and indicates the completeness of the action. See the examples below:

1. TEHWHITAZEFET., Gongju dou béi gongrén | The tool has been carried away by the workers.

nazou le.

2. KRR T . Tabéi dajia shuofi le. Everyone has persuaded him.

3. £ £ #H AN #& fE M F£ T . |Lao-Mao has been elected as a delegate.

Lio-Méobeirénxuanzuodaibiiole.

4, —INIREAAEBE T . Yitido xidogdu bei ché yasi | The dog has been crushed by a machine.

le.

5. BITHEM N\ ffE T . Zixingche béi rén touzdu le. | The bicycle has been stolen.

6. XM HHH A KB T . Zhejian shiging bei ta|He has discovered the case.

faxian le.

3.10. T le in combination with negation and the modal verb expresses prohibition, warning or a categorical
statement:
In such sentences, most often hortatory sentence, for example, with ASEE) /I ANRE +verb + T,

T leis taken place after a negation with a verb. The examples are as follows:

1. BBLWE TH#m T, THEEYS T, WO yijing he le liang |1 have eaten two plates of soup and | cannot eat

pan tang le, bu néng zai hé le. anymore.

2. BE(T)MAL T, ARALET . WO maii (le) baozhi le, ni bl | | have bought a newspaper. You do not need to

bi mai le. buy it.
3ET, —EEHKE. Do not forget, be sure to write more often!
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4. FEKT, REIEFEX)L. Do not bother, your hat is here.
5. il 7, KFAEE . Do not talk, everyone is reading.
6. MEAT, KREERBAZM, Do not thank me, it is my duty.

3.11. T leis usually used in phrases with an arbitrary enumeration of smth., where 7 is placed after each
transetive verb

Such phrases are usually used in colloquial speech(Peng et al. 2004). The example is as follows:

(1) BRIARUBRITREMA, BRE, e, KINT, #Ed.

Wo lai Béijing yithou wan le héndud difang, Yihéyuan le, Gugong le, Changchéng le, dou quguo.

After comingtoBeijinglwentforawalkinmanyplaces: Yiheyuan, Gugong, theGreatWallofChina.

IV CONCLUSIONS

The authors have analyzed and systematized the main cases of application of particle T le in the Chinese
language. When T leshows the change in the tense (situations, circumstances) it is always taken place at the end of
the sentence and shows the change of tenses. Particle T le is most often used in sentences with a qualitative
predicate. Link-verbs encompass =2, &, %, W, BT, B A, 5. Verbs expressing the physical state (without
an object) include: %, B. T leemphasizes the subjective view of the speaker and it is used along with adverbs of
degree: A and &% that are placed before the predicate“ X/ ...... T”. T leisused in a construction with a modal
verb Z yao and adverbs ik jit or 1 kuai “HR/FAE ...... T”,and 3 with Z can be used in different variations:*
RE ... T, R TZE .. T”. Interrogative forms are usually formed by the particle "% ma, and negative
ones — only by &% méi you. The countable words can be either ordinary or expressing the multiplicity of the
action (X ci, & bian, —F JL yixiar, —=JL yihuir).

The construction “verb+ T +anumeral and an account word. + (direct object) + T shows that the action
is completed. The construction “verb + T + direct object” shows that there is no finite T but only a post-verbal
suffix T and that the action has taken place. Intheconstruction “verb+ directobject + T ”only one T appears at the

end of the sentence.Such sentences can be translated in non-perfect or perfect form of the verb.
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