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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to design and validate the parental involvement model for elementary school
students. The research method was used for model design stage, descriptive-analytical method with inductive content
analysis approach and for descriptive model validation, descriptive survey method was used. The statistical
population for the design of the proposed model consisted of extracted transcripts from interviews with 27 expert
teachers, teachers and parents and all upstream documents, books, and articles (from 2000 to 2018) from subject
databases, It was downloadable that, through sampling, in addition to the text of the interviews, 70 documents were
selected for content analysis and then theoretical saturation was obtained. The statistical community was formed to
validate the model including all teachers and faculty members and experts of the Organization of Education, Parents
and Teachers. 26 were selected through purposeful sampling for interview. Data were collected through semi-
structured interviews, fingerprints, and a 7-item Likert-scale questionnaire whose content validity was 0.89 using
Cronbach's alpha. Data were analyzed using qualitative content analysis and Max Keyword software. Based on the
inductive content analysis and continuous comparison of the obtained codes, five main components of analysis,
decision making, family interaction and education, dimensions of family participation and evaluation and feedback,
and 55 sub-components were extracted for the main components. After analyzing the content and extracting the codes,
the components and sub-components were presented in a template format. First, the conceptual model that
incorporated all of these elements was designed and then a process model that was applicable and applicable was
designed. At the level of descriptive statistics, mean and standard deviation, and at the level of inferential statistics,
one-sample t-test was used to answer the internal validity of the model. Validation findings from the experts' point of
view showed that the characteristics of the proposed parental participation model elements for elementary school
students were well-qualified and had a score above 3. Therefore, this model was evaluated by appropriate and

practical experts. Therefore, it is suggested that this model be introduced as one of the executive strategies for one of

L PhD Student of Educational Technology, Faculty of Psychology and Educational Sciences, Allameh Tabataba'i University

2 Associate Professor, Department of Educational Technology, Faculty of Psychology and Educational Sciences, Allameh Tabataba'i
University

3 Associate Professor, Department of Educational Technology, Faculty of Psychology and Educational Sciences, Allameh Tabataba'i
University

4 Associate Professor, Department of Educational Technology, Faculty of Psychology and Educational Sciences, Allameh Tabataba'i
University

Received: 12 Feb 2020 | Revised: 15 March 2020| Accepted: 24 April 2020 10745



International Journal of Psychosocial Rehabilitation, Vol. 24, Issue 07, 2020
ISSN: 1475-7192

the major goals in the document of fundamental transformation of education "“increase of participation and public
effectiveness especially of family in education excellence."

Keywords: Design, Validation, Educational Model, Parent Involvement, Students, Elementary.

. Introduction

One of the approaches for confronting educational system against the probable challenges of globalization is
redefining objectives, designing and reestablishing the schedules with a systemic perspective. One of the crucial steps
in systemic programming is the comprehensive program of involving parents in the process of decision-making,
execution, evaluating, and ameliorating the activities and programs performed in the educational system of the country
(Hosick, 2018). Since the parents are of great enthusiasm for their children’s scientific, educational, social and
vocational development, they won’t withhold any cooperation with the educational system if they are provided with
appropriate grounds for making use of their abilities. It seems that in the current system of education, there is not any
systematic scientific and professional involvement of the parents and whenever there is a talk about the parents’
cooperation, the thoughts turn to their financial assistance leaving other dimensions of cooperation with negligence
among the authorities and educational designers. Nevertheless, serious cooperation between the family and the school

has always been addressed by the specialists of education as well as the parents (Topping, 2017).

In the Act of Fundamental Transformation of the educational system, training has been divided into two parts:
formal and informal. The formal training which is regarded as a part of systematic, legal, just, universal, and crucial
streams of thought is developed with a focus on Islamic organization but this responsibility is never a hinderence to
the other elements of nurturing such as the notions of family, media, and nongovernmental organizations. In fact,
arriving at an understanding of individual, familial, and social dimensions of pure lifestyle is only possible when all
the effective elements on nurturing such as family is cognizant of their own status and role in the educational arena
and take the responsibility with regard to such a role (Act of Fundamental Transformation, 1393, 43). Thus, the
educational system as a social organization requires the involvement and cooperation of all elements in the system.
Without an effective cooperation between the people and the employees in all scientific, cultural, economical and
emotional aspects, the system cannot operationalize the process of education as effectually (Schaeffer et al, 2018). In
fact, success in education is not obtainable without the cooperation of the family. Most of the psychologists believe
that the initial years of the life of a child are of great importance in their growth periods. In fact, the importance of
pre-elementary and elementary training are increasingly emphasized in the last few decades for the welfare of the
students since the development of personality in the individuals takes place in this period mostly. Providing effective
training in this period is of vital importance for the growth of a child (Meng, 2015, p.554). On the other hand, one of
the specifications of successful schools belongs to those who make maximum use of the cooperation of the parents
(Topping, 2017). On the basis of the researchers’ findings (Bardou et al, 2012; Dumont et al., 2012; Epstein, 2005;
Fan & Chen, 2001; Hill & Tyson, 2009; Kim & Fong; 2013; Patel et al., 2008; Prryman, Christian & Massengale,
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2017; Takeuchi, 2018), the parents who cooperate in school programs, have more positive feelings towards school
and education of their children.

According to the investigations performed so far, there is a clear diffenece in the amount of cooperation of the
parents in different educational levels of their children. The amount of cooperation of parents in secondary level
schooling period decreases normally. The scientists in the US National Center for Education Statistics (2013) found
out that 0.89 of the parents regularly decrease their cooperation by their children entering grade five whereas it is 0.71
for those whose kids enter the grades 6 to 8 and 0.57 for those whose children enter the grades 9 to 12. In a cross-
sectional investigation, the researchers have refered to the parents’ style for giving assistance with their children’s
assignements: the parents provide less direct assistance for their children in high school compared to their assistance
in elementray level for doing their assignments and mostly support their autonomy in this respect. Vertical examination
of the students from two first-class and third-class schools in the cross-sectional investigation revealed that the
cooperation of the parents decrease by increasing in age. Furthermore, in an investigation performed by Duan, Guan
and Bu (2018) with the title “the effect of parents’ involvement and their social and economical status on the students’
educational progress and school conduct in a high school in China”, it was concluded after technical analysis and
investigation of the data that parents’ cooperational activities is substantially useful for the students with poor
economical and social families. Hosick (2018) dealt with the potentials of modern educational technologies in his
dissertation titled “the involvement of parents in the year 2018: the challenges and future opportunities in a
technological society” for making a connection and involvement for parents. The results of his study revealed that
three elements namely family, school, and society have the most influencial impact on the students’ learning and
success. Park, Stone, and Holloway (2017) in their study titled “the involvement of parents considering the school as
predicting educational progress and a learning environment: an analysis of the level of primary schools” found out
after investigation and analysis of the data that the schools with a good general cooperation of parents perform better
in fulfilling the standards of mathematics as well as attaining educational progress in reading. Jeynes (2017) got the
idea that there is a meaningful relationship between the involvement of parents and educational development in their
investigation titled “the relationship between parents’ involvement and the students’ progress in learning latin”. Based
on their conclusions, it was realized that this mostly happens with elementary and pre-elementary students. In general,
it could be concluded that parents’ cooperation with schools culminates in improved learning and educational progress
as well as better nurturing of the students (Nokali, Bachman & Votruba, 2010). Cooperation of the parents with school
and their learning from the instructors has a direct relationship with the amount of learning scientific and cultural
subjects and applying them in the social lives of children, juvenescents and the youth (Zanjanizadeh, Danayi &
Saliminejad, 1390, p.73). That is why cooperation between parents and school has been considered as an
integratedphenomena. These two constituents take the common responsibility of nurturing the children of a society

by sharing their ideas, cooperation, and configuration (Macgregor, 2009).

In a brief consideration of the goals of the community of parents and teachers, we get to realize that the
legislators take the responsibility of basic appropriate nurturing and education of the children, juvenescents, and the
youth concerning the various dimensions of the relationship between home and school in accordance with the culture

and the needs of an Islamic society. In addition, it considers family as one of the priniciples of appropriate nurturing
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the children. Thus, attaining the aforementioned objectives is only possible with deep overall cooperation of the
parents of the students in education. In other words, all the parents should be of influence in the affairs of the students
(Nasiri, 1387, p.65). Concerning the Act of Fundamental Transformation, the Ministry of Education is in charge of
education and nurturing in its all aspects, consolidation of the public culture, and elevation of the Islamic society on
the basis of credentials of Islamic system by the cooperation of the families, institutions and governmental and non-
governmental organizations. It is quite evident that the role of family cooperation has been taken seriously since there
are families who put all the responsibilities of education of their children on the shoulders of the school and assume
themselves as separate from it (The Act of Fundamental Transformation, 1392). Moreover, regarding macro-
objectives in the Act of Transformation, increase in cooperation and public affectivity especially the family has been

culminated in elevation of the education system (The Act of Fundamental Transformation, 1392).

Therefore, since the students spend most of their time at home and the fact that the learning-teaching process
gets complete at home, it is required that parents and schools have more and better cooperations with each other in
order to enable the education system take more important and effective steps in the development of the country. In
this respect, designing and validating a native model of parents” involvement program plays a crucial role on the grade
one primary school students’ amount of learning. Hence, the goal of the current investigation was to design and
validate a native model of parents’ involvement program for the students. Regarding the foretold subject matters and
considering an investigatory vacuum in this respect, we face the question that what the model of participation of the
parents should include in terms of constituents in order to increase the students’ learning. Besides, to what extent does

the proposed model enjoy internal validity?

Il. Methodology

In the present investigation, use had been made of qualitative analysis with an inductive approach. In order to
analyze the content qualitatively in this project, the transcripts of interviews with the specialsits and the written
resources (upper hand documents, books, articles, theses and other sources in this regard) were taken into
consideration. In other words, the participants of the study included all the articles for developing a proposed native
model of parents’ involvement, which were downloadable from the relevant data bases such as Ebsco, Science direct,
ProQuest, Eric, Springer, and Google Scholar as well as Persian data base such as Meglran, NourMagz, and Sivilika.
In terms of sampling, use was made of objective sampling. In objective sampling, the sample is not selected on the
basis of simplicity but the judgments of the researcher on the basis of previous information is the criteria for selecting
the sample (Delavar & Koushki, 1396). In fact, this type of sampling continues to the extent that the new data does
not contain new information about the subject of the research project or we reach theoretical saturation in this respect.
Therefore, other than interview transcriptions, the sample size included 70 more documents, which were drawn from
information resources and valid databases. After analyzing these documents, repetition of the data were detected and

the researcher realized no need for reconsidering the data after consulting with his/her superviser professors.
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In addition, the sample, which was used for internal validation of the proposed educational model included
professors and the specialists of Educational Technology, Educational Science, and Educational Psychology of whom
26 people were selected on the basis of objective methodology, which has been briefly outlined in Table 1.

Table 1. The specifications of the samples in internal validation of the educational model

Groups Filed of study Working place Number
Faculty member Educational technology Alameh Tabatabai 5
University
Kharazmi University 3
Tarbiat Modares
University
1
Bu Ali Sina University
1
Educational psychology Tehran University 2
and educational science Alameh Tabatabai 6
University
Shahid Beheshti 2
University
Kharazmi University
2
Tarbiat Modares
University 2
Alzahra University
1
Ph.D students Educational technology
Educational  psychology Tehran University 3
and educational sciences Alameh Tabatabai 4
University
2
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Shahid Beheshti
University 1
Kharazmi University 5
Tarbiat Modares
University

Use was also made of a questionnaire for internal validation of the model in a way that after specifying the
constituents and primary elements of the model in relation to the primitively proposed model, a questionnaire with 7
questions was designed in likert scale and was delivered to the specialists and their opinions and improvement
suggestions for the model were applied. The content validity of the questionnaire was approved by supervisor
professors and advisors; and its stability was measured by Cronbach’s test, which was 0.89. The analysis of the
qualitative data was performed using inductive content analysis. For selection of the cases for analysis, first of all,
some meaningful segments were read on the basis of the unit of content analysis; then, there was a code stipulated for
each. Next, the relevant codes were categorically outlined and finally, the main categories or the main elements were
recognized. In other words, this process included free coding, creation of categories, and drawing meaning. First,
through free coding, the headings and the main points of the text were categorized desirably and the created categories
were decreased through subsumption under more general categories meaning the categories were recategorized. In
fact, the aim of reclassification is to decrease from the number of categories through grouping the common ones. The
aim of this process is the primary classification and reclassification of the categorized items, drawing meaning from

the phenomena under investigation and describing them in order to boost our understanding from the phenomena.

1. Findings

The first research question: What are the elements and constituents of the proposed native model of parents’

involvement with the students of grade one in primary school?

In order to answer this question, use was made of inductive content analysis. First, the theoretical and
investigatory principals related to parents’ involvement were taken into consideration. The transcript of the documents,
books, articles, and the texts extracted from the interview with 27 specialist professors, teachers, and parents were
concisely studied and the primary codification were taken place. The unit of content analysis was also included in the
research in a way that a paragraph, sentence or a part of it was utilized and numerical or textual codes were designated
to them. After free coding, pivotal coding took place. In this stage, the similar codes in terms of meaning were
classified. After the classification of the codes, 5 main categories (analysis, decision-making, cooperation of and
training the family, the dimensions of parents’ involvement, evaluation, and feedback) and 55 sub-categories were

identified. Extracting the categories and subcategories by supervisor professors and advisors were taken into
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consideration and their primary validity were approved of. After extracting constituents and sub-constituents, the
relationship among them in qualitative content analysis was presented as a model, which has been illustrated in Figure
1.

1

/ >»school-based involvement—" "~

~
\

Figure 1: The proposed conceptual model of parents’ involvement in primary schools

As shown in the conceptual model, five main categories (analysis, decision-making, cooperation of and training
the family, the dimensions of parents’ involvement, evaluation, and feedback) had to be taken into consideration.
These factors were composed of sub-constituents, which formed the trendy model of parents’ involvement. According
to the conceptual model of the effectual elements on parents’ involvement as well as for the sake of prescribing the
training, a trendy model along with all its sub-constituents of these procedures were included in the model presented

in Figure 2 as crucial elements
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Figure 2: The proposed trendy model of parents’ involvement in primary schools

To continue, every element has been explained and applied in designing the proposed pattern of parents’

involvement in the primary schools.

First element: analysis

The age, sex, literacy level, language or culture, social- economic factors, intrinsic motivation level, education
level, current knowledge and skill, attitude, interest and motivation to involvement are of most important features
which can be used in designing the pattern of parents’ involvement in the primary schools, the studies done by Ito,
Baumer, Bittanti & Cody (2019), Nikken & Jansz (2014), Sonck et al. (2013), and Liu (2016) reveal that the level of
parents’ involvement depends on the variables such as age, sex and parents’ education and some familial variables
such as the parents’ media literacy skills, number of family members and marital status. Therefore, the age is a
significant factor in the children’s use of media. In addition, the education and economic condition of the families are
effective in this case. For instance, the parents with high education and income may suppose that these media can act
as a mental capital for the children and accordingly they provide these media for them. Or the parents with lower

media literacy may restrict their children in use of these media (Ito et al., 2019).
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The parents’ motivation and interest in involvement is an important factor, too. The motivation can be regarded
as a form of recognition and emotional excitation which causes our tendency toward doing some works or obtaining
a result (Erten, 2014). The motivation means the tendency and need to doing a work (lkemoto, S., Yang, C., & Tan,
A., 2015). For having a higher level of motivation, the parents should be able to imagine the results and outcomes of
their works and to believe that their effort would alter the existing condition of their children’s school and progress
(Frank, Enkawa, Schvaneveldt, & Torrico, 2015).

Second element: decision making

The sub-elements obtained for the decision making element by the content analysis are: involvement goals,
involvement necessity, advantages and outcomes of involvement, reception of involvement, sense of efficiency from
involvement, sense of satisfaction with involvement and importance of children’s occupational future for the parents.
The studies reveal that the parents can play four role in their children’s learning: 1) as a teacher; 2) as a supporter, 3)
as a patron; 4) as a decision maker (Fan & Williams, 2010). Therefore, the parents’ involvement in policy makings
and decision makings is one of the radical elements of involvement (Kaya & Bicen, 2016). Epstein’s model (2004)
also has obviously referred to participation of the parents in the decision makings (including parents and family
members’ involvement with any background as the agents and leaders of schools associations). That is the parents’
involvement in making decision about the manner of management of school affairs, different activities of school by
the consultants systems or different institutes and committees and the organization of parents in different specialized
associations. On one side, the use of parents’ viewpoints and opinions in the school- related decisions is one of the

most important features of successful schools’ managers (Kaya & Bicen, 2016).

Indeed, one of the reason of decentralization in the education system and curriculum is that the education
quality is increased by assigning the decision making right and responsibility to the schools; since, accordingly, the
directors, teachers and parents would have considerable share in the selection of curriculum content and improvement
of education quality (Khandaghi & Dehghani, 2010). One of the most important cases in which the parents involve is
making decision about the manner of school management. The parents can help the school director in making decisions
about the school by holding the parent- teacher association by the director’s invitation. The parents who have
participated in this affair make their full effort for the fulfilment and execution of adopted decisions (Vollmuth, A. J.,
2015). The sense of efficiency and satisfaction with the involvement can be referred as one of the advantages of
parents’ decision making about the school affairs. In fact, one of the personal motivations for the parents’ involvement
is the sense of self- efficiency and belief in individual’s abilities in case of behaviors which produce the intended
outcomes (Diseth, 2011).

Third element: family interaction and education

The education as the most important social system requires the involvement and interaction of all its

components. The education is one of the entities the involvement of all its elements and agents is necessary due to the
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nature of activities (Jahanian, 2009). The effective involvement requires a reciprocal interaction between the parents
and experts (Brien & Stelmach, 2013). Indeed, the interaction between the home and school provides the possibility
of using the parents’ potential mental, scientific, skill and specialized knowledge and prevents the educational conflicts
and damages resulting from different factors (Abaszadeh, 2007). The experts and researchers believe that the
interaction is a key element in the learning (Zhao & Sullivan, 2017). For instance, Kabir & Akter (2014) studied in a
research the parents’ interaction, challenges and its development methods and categorized the parents’ involvement
in students’ learning into three domains: key experiences created at home by the parents; parents’ involvement in
creation of motivation and children’s progress; and parents’ interaction with the school. Furthermore, to create a strong
interaction between the home and school, they suggest the school to apply different methods together. In addition,
studies of Boonk., Gijselaers, Ritzen, & Brand-Gruwel (2016) and Wentzel (2014) concluded in their study about the
relationship between the family performance and educational performance of the guidance school students that the

educational performance is increased by the increase of parent- children interaction, too.

The interaction of parents with children or student is one of different types of interactions, while Epstein’s
(2005) parental involvement pattern and Desimone’s (1991) pattern obviously have referred to the parents by children
interaction about the school- related issues (Epstein & Sanders et al., 2008). Therefore, this interaction causes the
increase of involvement and sense of belonging to learning population (Scagnoli & Willging, 2001). The parent-
teacher interaction is the other type of interactions. This type is mostly appeared in the teachers’ sessions with the
parents (Epstein & Sanders et al., 2018). The interactions and opportunities provided by the child for the parents’
involvement can be completed by the effect of teacher- parent sessions as well (Ho & Kwong, 2013). The parent-
school director, secretory or cadre interaction is the other type of interaction. The most important role of parents in
the children and teenagers’ education is communication and interaction. The communication is the radical center of
this role and the variety and difficulty of this role should be taken into account (Gindiiz, 2018). The teachers can
regard this matter by regular communication with the parents by new communicational technologies such as website,

E-mail, multi-media or text message, weblog, video communication, chat and social networks.

Fourth element: dimensions of family participation

Attention to the main framework of proposed pattern of parents’ involvement reveals that the parents should
select a specific form of involvement after making decision about their involvement. It means that the parents select
the type of their involvement with regard to their perception of opportunities or temporal restrictions and their energy
an also their knowledge and skill. According to Hoover- Dempsey and Sandler’ (2001) model. The activities related
to the parents’ involvement are categorized into two general categories of home- based involvement and school- based
involvement. The home- based (home- centered) involvement refers to the childe- parent interaction at home that aims
to improve the learning and performance of child’s school. The home- centered involvement requires the provision of
arich learning environment for the student at home. A rich learning environment is an environment which consists of
different educational courses and positive improvement by the parents to achieve the educational goals and correct
growth of children during all their life (Melhuish, Sammons, Siraj-Blatchford & Taggart, 2008). The contextual
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variables such as the parents’ attitudes, parents ‘ involvement in child’s learning activities at home, parents’ education,
their social and economic condition and family size are of factors effective on the home environment (Cole, 2011).
With regard to the accomplished studies, the parents’ involvement in children’s learning activities is important than

the other recognized factors (Emerson, Fear, Fox & Sanders, 2012).

The school- based (school- centered) involvement is related to the parents’ interaction or participation in the
school activities. Such involvement can be stated as the school- home involvement, too. The interaction and
cooperation between home and school provides the possibility of using the parents’ potential mental, scientific, skill
and specialized knowledge and prevents the educational conflicts and damages resulting from different factors (Toping
& Voltendal, 2017). The parents’ involvement and participation in the school activities plays an important role in the
students’ learning and educational success and can affect the other factors, too; in such a way that its influence on
children’s learning is considerable even without regarding the social and economic condition and parents’ education
level. The findings reveal that the parents’ involvement and participation has a positive and meaningful effect on the

students’ educational development (Emerson, Fear, Fox, & Sanders, 2012).

The involvement is thematically categorized into political, economic, social involvements and so forth. But it
should be considered that the exact separation of them is impossible due to their interrelation and overlap and it is
usually discussed in a general form or combined form such as the political- social and economic involvement (Goodall,
2017). The mental involvement is one of involvement dimensions. The mental participants are widely linked to the
educational entities for the purpose of increasing the education authorities’ scientific quality and practical abilities. In
this involvement, the knowledge and recognition is the basis of involvement. The cultural and politic involvements
are the other dimensions of involvement. The cultural involvement means the voluntary, volitional and conscious
participation of individuals, groups and society organizations in different dimensions of cultural life of that society
for the increase of sustainable, balanced and comprehensive development of the cultural life. But the political
involvement is the individual’s participation in different levels of activity in the political system from non-
involvement to having a formal politic authority (Witte, 2015). The other instance of parents’ home- based
involvement is their social involvement or cooperation with the neighborhood aggregations which refer to the
resources outside the home and school such as different organizations existing in the society, universities and groups
effective on planning that can play effective role in children’s learning. The support of organizations outside the home

and school can improve the students’ learning and parents’ involvement (Akhter, 2016).

Fifth element: evaluation and feedback

In parental involvement model, the evaluation and feedback has been regarded as an element which comprises
the other mentioned components. This property indicates that these activities are constantly applicable and include the
persecution of student’s performance, free time, learning tasks, parent- teacher interaction, educational environment
and parents’ persecution of using the social networks. The informational feedback is one of the most important
feedbacks which can be effective on parents’ involvement. This feedback means the presentation of any type of

information about the learning activity outcomes received by the individual. This type of feedback has two radical
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effect in the individual’s learning: first, it organizes optimally the learner’s learning procedure. Second, it increase the
motivation for learning (Hasani, 2010: 16). Sharing the experiences is one of the most important informational
feedbacks. This feedback, in addition to creation of motivation, increases the sense of belonging and meaningfulness

of subject matter, since the individual interests in learning the experiences of real world (Lefevre & Cox, 2016).

The peer assessment is the other significant feedback which can be effective on the parents’ involvement.
During the recent years, a special attention has been paid to the peer assessment as an evaluation method. The term
“peer”’ in the subject of parental involvement is the parents’ evaluation from each other in the school- related
activities. This method paves the way for the parents to present valuable feedbacks to each other (Sadler & Good,
2006). The significance of peer assessment is emphasized because the parents should evaluate their peer’s performance
and provide an effective feedback for them to improve the involvement and this feedback leads to the increase of their

involvement in the school (Bhardwaj, Bhardwaj, Mahdi, Mahmood, & Srivastava, 2013).

The constant persecution of using the media and virtual social networks is one of important sub- elements of
parental involvement model in the case of evaluation and feedback. Using the internet and some websites causes the
individuals’ interaction in a specific framework. If this use of internet be along with the control and knowledge, it
would have positive effects and improve the communications. If the parents do not have enough knowledge and
supervision of these media, the risk of mental damages would be increased and the children and society would be
seriously damaged (Badri, Alnuaim, Al Rashedi, Yang, & Temsah, 2017). The study done by Marsh, Brooks, Hughes,
Ritchie, Roberts, & Wright (2005) revealed that the parents’ opinion about the children’s use of media and virtual
social networks depends of their strategies and viewpoints about the influence on the children. On one side, the parents
feel that the educational media can provide the leaning opportunities and they use these opportunities and capabilities
for their learning (Sonck et al, 2013). The studies of Ito et al. (2019), Nicken & Jonsez (2014), Sonck et al. (2013),
and Liu (2016) show that the amount of parents’ guidance of children in their use of media and strategies applied by
them depends on some variables such as age, sex, parents’ education and familial variables such as parents” media

literacy skills, number of family members and marital status.

The parental involvement in students” homework is the other important sub-element of parental involvement
model in the case of evaluation and feedback. The parental involvement in homework is one of aspects of parents’
involvement in the school that has considerable influence on the students’ educational development, motivation and
welfare. On one side, the parental involvement in students’ homework causes the students’ development, since it
improves the students’ motivation and persuades their commitment (Hill & Tyson, 2009; Bordeaux et al., 2012;
Dumont et al., 2012; Kim & Fong, 2013; Takeuchi, 2018; Perryman, Christian, & Massengale, 2017: 3). The parents

who participate in the school programs have more positive feeling toward the children’s school and education.

The second research question: Does the model of parents’ involvement enjoy enough internal validity for

improving the students’ learning?
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In order to answer this question as well as investigating the internal validity of the model, the images of the
model including the necessary remarks on its elements were delivered to the specialists in this respect and the
equivalent questionnaire on finding the internal validity was completed. This questionnaire evaluates the criteria of
congruence in accordance with the principals of designing global validity, applicability, integrity, comprehensiveness,
innovation, and appealibility of the model. Then the primary version of the conceptual and trendy model along with
the model questionnaire for measuring validity were delivered to 26 particular specialists of the realms of Educational
Technology, Educational Sciences, and Psychology. It was demanded that they evaluate the status of each extracted
element of the model in the 5-option likert scale questionnaire. The statistical analysis of the answers to the
questionnaires was performed by single-sample T-test. The reason for using this statistical test was that the researcher
was determined to make a comparison between the obtained average score for each question and the theoretical
average score. Since the theoretical average score for the questions of the questionnaire was not available, the
researcher, due to the responses of the questions being a 5-option one, assumed score 3 as the mean score and made a
comparison with the observed score. Table 2 has reported the descriptive statistics of the respondents to every question

of the questionnaire delivered to the professors with regard to the proposed model.

Table 2: The descriptive statistics of the questions of the internal validity of parents’ involvement model

guestionnaire

Standard

Criteria Row The model’s validating questions Frequency Mean o
deviation

To what extent are the constituents of the
proposed model relevant to the subject

1 matter of the research? 26 4.58 0.51

Congruance with the

principals of global To what extent do you consider the

designing dimensions, sorting, and succession of
26 4.28 0.60

the elements of the model as

appropriate?

To what extent do you consider the
3 relation among the elements of the 26 4.38 0.69

model as applicable and crucial?

Applicability

Are the educational programs in 26 4.7 0.66

accordance with the Act of Fundamental
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Transformation appropriate for

education?

To what extent does the proposed model

for designing educational programs

Innovation 5 26 4.15 0.83
enjoy innovation?
To what extent could this model be
6 applied for effectuating the learning 26 4.38 0.74
Validity environment or participatory approach?
-~ To what extent are the model and its
Acceptability 7 26 4.19 0.91

constituents comprehensive enough?

Since the scoring of the questionnaire was based on likert scale, the least score for a single criteria was 1 and

the maximum was 4. The results of the table 4-9 revealed that the mean score in all criteria were higher than average

(3). Therefore, it could be concluded that the specialists have been right in evaluating the proposed model of parents’

involvement. Moreover, in order to investigate if the mean score of the answers of the respondents has been

significantly higher than the mean scores for each question, use was made of a single-sample t-test, the results of

which were delineated in Table 3. The observed mean score in making use of the single-sample t-test equaled 3 (the

average score).

Table 3: Single-sample T-test for comparing mean scores with average score

Theoretical value=3
Question . of Significance Mean
level deviation

1. To what extent are the constituents of the proposed model relevant 0.001
to the subject matter of the research? 15.95 | 25 ' 1.57
2.To what extent do you consider the dimensions, sorting, and

] ) 10.71 | 25 0.001 1.26
succession of the elements of the model as appropriate?
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3.To what extent do you consider the relation among the elements
. . 10.12 | 25 0.001 1.38
of the model as applicable and crucial?
4.Are the educational programs in accordance with the Act of
. . . 9.70 | 25 0.001 1.15
Fundamental Transformation appropriate for education?
5.To what extent does the proposed model for designing educational
L . 7.05 | 25 0.001 1.38
programs enjoy innovation?
6.To what extent could this model be applied for effectuating the
) . o 11.78 | 25 0.001 1.19
learning environment or participatory approach?
7.To what extent are the model and its constituents comprehensive
578 | 25 0.001 1.38
enough?

As demonstrated in Table 3, the reported results revealed that the amount of t-test for all questions were positive
and significant. This result suggested that the proposed model of parents’ involvement for primary school level
included sufficient criteria in views of the specialists, since there was a significant deviation, statistically, between

observed score and the mean score. In other words, the proposed educational model enjoyed high internal validity.

IV. Discussion and Conclusion

With due attention to the findings of the present study and the experiences resulted from the procedures of
execution of the parents’ involvement model in primary schools, it is possible to make use of this model as one of the
executionary approaches toward attaining one of the macro-objectives in the Act of Fundamental Transformation of
education namely “increasing cooperation and public efficiency, especially family, in enhancing education system”.
Furthermore, considering the content analysis of the documents, the framework and developmental programs as well
as national and international experiences in the field of standards of global designing principals, it is recommended
that the administrator organizations, particularly The Ministry of Education and The Community of Teachers and
Parents put into practice the views of parents in the decisions related to school as well as involving them in school

activities and assume spiritual awards for the cooperation of parents.
Generally, the proposed parental involvement model has the features such as:

1- Concordance with upper hand national documents, specially fundamental reform document. One of the most
radical features of this model is the concordance with fundamental reform document of education and the strategy
presented for the goals of this document. With regard to fundamental reform document, the education ministry is the

most important entity of formal public education, proctor of education process in all education structures, binder of
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public culture and elevator of Islamic society based on Islamic system criteria with the participation of families,
entities and state and non- state organizations. It is obvious that the role of family’s involvement in this matter has
been regarded as a significant factor; because there are families who consider the school responsible for their children’s
education and know themselves separate from the school (fundamental reform document, 2" chapter, 2013: 43) and
also, with regard to great goals of reform document, has caused the increase of involvement and public efficiency

specially the case of family in the education system development.

2- Comprehensiveness: the comprehensiveness of model is based on the key elements required for an
educational model. In this model, all the elements needed for the parents’ involvement have been regarded.
Furthermore, all the components have been taken into account in every element and their interactional and logical
relationship has been represented with regard to the fundamental reform document (with regard to this matter that the
fundamental reform document of education emphasizes on the improvement of family status and its educational role,

improvement and installation of responsibility and its effective involvement in the educational system).

3- Being applied: this proposed model is an effort for specifying the reason of parents’ participation
(involvement) in the children’s education and manner of involvement influence on their children’s educational
outcomes. Accordingly, it can be applied in the parents’ involvement; since the parents’ cooperation with the school
authorities can lead to the development of educational and physical performance of the school. The research in second
chapter of this dissertation revealed that the leaners the parents of whom participate in the school are more active and

have more tendency toward continuing the education.

4- Variety and innovation: the introduced model has been designed and proposed for the first tie in the country
that can help the fulfillment of the goals 2 and 5 of fifth chapter (great goals) of fundamental reform document of
education that supervises the increase of public efficiency and involvement specially the case of family in the

development of formal public education system.

5- Attention to one of crucial challenges of education system: the parents’ non- involvement and omission of
parents and specially mothers’ role in students’ learning has been one of the most crucial challenges of our education
system; while the family’s involvement in formal and public education system is an inseparable element in the
education process which has encountered some challenges from the past to present. The studies have revealed that the
familial experiences have considerable effect on the individual’s evolution during his childhood and adolescence and
after that and the familial relationships influence the individual’s other aspects of life such as the educational

development and success.

Furthermore, the results of tables 2 and 3 reveal that the mean of all the criteria has been obtained more than
the average level (3). With regard to the mean and standard deviation of criterion of concordance with global design
disciplines related to the first question (SD= 0.51, M= 4.58), second question (SD= 0.60, M= 4.28), applicability
related to third question (SD= 0.69, M= 4.38), applicability related to fourth question (SD= 0.66, M= 4.27), innovation
related to fifth question (SD= 0.83, M= 4.15), validity related to sixth question (SD= 0.74, M=4.38), acceptability

related to seventh question (SD= 0.91, M= 4.19), it can be said that the criteria of concordance with global design
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disciplines, applicability and validity respectively obtained the most mean and the criterion of innovation gained the

least score.

In other words, from the experts’ viewpoint, a conceptual model and proposed procedure have been evaluated
for the parents’ appropriate involvement. To clarify this finding, it can be said that the parents play an important role
in their children’s success. This matter is acknowledged in the case of children who are at early years of their
education; since they correspond to their new environment and their personality is gradually formed (Castro, Exposito,
Lizasoain, Lopez, & Navarro, 2015). Accordingly, the parents’ involvement in this period seems to be effective more
than the other periods; since the family is like a network of information in which the parents and children reciprocally
affect and interact with each other. The improper relationships between the child and parent and lack of interaction in
the family and tensional events of life can affect the child and play an important role in the beginning or continuation
of behavioral problems, or their control and modification. On one side, the behavior of children with behavioral
disorders acts as a tensional actuator and influence the parents’ behavior and child’s interactions. With regard to the
findings of research and experiences resulted from the execution of model of parents’ involvement in primary schools,
this model can be used as one of the executive strategies to achieve one of the great goals of fundamental reform
document of education, i.e. “’increase of public efficiency and involvement specially the case of family in development
of education system”’. In addition, with regard to the content analysis of documents, framework, developmental
programs and national and international experiences in the case of global design standards, the related organizations
specially the education department and parent- teacher association are suggested to consider the parents’ opinions in
the decision makings related to the school and involve them in the school activities and regard some virtual rewards

for their involvement.
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